
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                MARCH 13, 2016 
  
FIFTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 281 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you are the creator of insight, and you “insight” 
me constantly in the form of thoughts and feelings which 
appear in my awareness and connect me to the person I am.  
Some of these I do not receive well because they inform me 
about aspects of my life with which I am not comfortable.  I 
ignore these as best I can.  You, however, are gracious toward 
what I judge, and even toward me as the one who judges, and 
you offer again to my awareness that which I reject.  This grace 
of yours does not take root in me.  It does not make me more 
gracious toward that which I cannot receive.  You are gracious 
even toward this.  I trust that at some point your persistence 
and my incapacity will intersect, and I will learn to approach 
gracefully what I presently resist. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 12:1-8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 284 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 339 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for March 20, 2016 
Palms: Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29. 

Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; 
Luke 22:14—23:56 or Luke 23:1-49. 

FYI 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share 
and plan to stay. 
 A Maundy Thursday Communion & Good Friday Tenebrae will 
be held on Thursday, March 24th, in the sanctuary, beginning at 
7pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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We have all been socialized into thinking of the 
Christian religion as something we do.  As a 
consequence we rarely take seriously that in 
Christianity the primary actor is God, and that the 
part we play is essentially one of responding to 
what God proposes.  God sets in motion the 
journey of our being introduced to the fullness of 
our life, and does this by originating the reality of 
awareness in us: in the middle of living as we 
normally live, we become aware that our life is 
more than and other than we had thought and felt 
it to be.  In response to what enters our awareness 
we begin to explore what we now feel and see.  
Throughout the journey that follows, God’s role is 
that of proposing for our consideration aspects of 
our life we either would not choose to explore, or 
do not know need to be explored, and then in 
different ways assisting us in unpacking and 
integrating what has been disclosed to us.  In my 
experience, it is difficult to comprehend the 
perspective where God is leading in the dance of 
life and we are responding, so operating in life on 
the basis that God proposes and we respond is very 
challenging.  And, God is persistent, and patient… 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


FIFTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT – John 12:1-8 
 I think most people in our culture will read this text and find that 
they identify with Judas and his point of view about Mary’s 
anointing the feet of Christ: that it was an extravagance, and the 
money could/should have been put to a better, more humanitarian 
use. We are going to internalize this text and treat Mary’s action 
metaphorically as an action we might make ourselves. To do this 
we will begin at the end of the text and work our way back to the 
beginning. 

In verse 8 Christ says: “You always have the poor with you, but 
you do not always have me.” We are going to look at some words 
in this verse. 
 The Greek word translated into English as “have” is the verb “to 
hold” [literally/figuratively, direct or remote]. 
 The Greek word translated into English as “poor” is a word 
meaning “a beggar (as cringing), i.e. a pauper.” It is a figure of 
speech meaning “distressed.” Literally, the word refers to “a 
mendicant” (someone who begs for what they need). The root of 
the word “poor” is the verb “to crouch,” which means “to bend 
servilely or timidly, cringe; to bend low, as in fear or humility.” 
Using “poor” as an internal metaphor, the poor are aspects of our 
life that we do not value and are therefore ignored; their needs are 
not recognized and attended to so the poor beg for our attention; 
they are afraid and therefore are distressed. Generally these would 
be feelings, and the thoughts about ourselves to which those 
feelings connect us. 
 The Greek word translated into English as “with” is a preposition 
which denotes “accompaniment.” 
 So what does the first part of this verse mean [You always have 
the poor with you…]? I suggest it means that all our life we will be 
accompanied by our poor, the distressed aspects of the person we 
are which we generally ignore and which beg for our attention. 
When we are distressed, our “poor” are begging for our attention. 

Whether this is “good news” or “bad news” is determined by 
where we are in our journey with God. In the beginning of our 
journey we are likely to experience this as “bad news.” It seems to 
us that the poor in us have taken hold on us and will not let go. 

Early in the journey we want God to get rid of them. This changes 
as the work that God does as Christ begins to make sense to us. 
Christ is the aspect of God who accepts our poor and us having them 
as part of us.  He is their advocate, and helps us learn to appreciate 
the poor and look at them in terms of the value they have for us. 
This shift in our way of looking takes some time to form, and as it 
does, our point of view about the poor changes. If in the beginning 
we want to be rid of the poor in us, as we recognize their value we 
realize we need to hold onto them because we need them: we need 
these parts of us so we can experience the fullness of our life. When 
we have arrived at this understanding, we think of the first part of 
this verse as “good news.” 

Why is the experience of the fullness of our life important? In our 
culture there seems to operate an assumption that whatever 
created the poor in us can be reversed and removed so that we 
could begin to live later in life as though any trauma, pain or upset 
that has shaped us never happened. Using mythology from Genesis 
as an illustration, the assumption in our culture is that it is possible 
to go back to a time before the “fall” from paradise, and live a life 
not characterized by any brokenness or distress. In this myth, an 
angel is placed at the gate to the Garden of Eden which prevents 
anyone from reentering the garden. The myth is making the 
statement that all people fall out of paradise and into distress 
simply by being human, and that it is not possible to return to a time 
where brokenness and distress do not exist, a time without our 
poor. What is possible is to live with our poor, even through our 
poor, by becoming familiar with them, appreciating them, attending 
to them and what they seek and need. Doing this is what is meant 
by experiencing the fullness of our life, and experiencing the fullness 
of our life is how we receive the “perpetual vitality” [eternal life] 
which God promises us. 

What does the second part of this verse mean […but you do not 
always have me.]? Again, the word “have” is the Greek word 
meaning “to hold.” I suggest this part of the verse is telling us that 
if Christ is the aspect of God who accepts our poor and us with them, 
and if he is their advocate, and helps us learn to appreciate the poor 
and look at them in terms of the value they have for us, that, even 



if we want to, we will not be able to hold onto his acceptance and 
what he teaches us. Christ remains constant with us, but our 
connection with him fluctuates depending on many things that 
have to do with what goes on in our own interior. As a result we 
will be more and less receptive to our poor, more and less open to 
their value to us. Since this is the case, when we find ourselves in a 
place where we are receptive to Christ and open to his influencing 
our point of view about our poor, we are best served by attending 
to him and the insights he gives as to how to relate to our poor. 
Other ideals we might hold to, like doing some good deed, take 
second place to this attending. The image for this is Mary attending 
to Christ by anointing his feet, Judas criticizing her for not doing 
something more useful, and Christ’s defending her action by saying 
that she is doing what she is doing because she is keeping her eye 
on his departure [the meaning in the Greek, not in the English 
translation]. So the second part of verse 8 reminds us to pay 
attention to Christ, to the way he relates to us and to what he 
teaches us about our poor, to do so when we are able, because we 
will not always be able to hold him in focus. What we are about to 
remember during the season of Easter, which is approaching, is 
that when our own interior life in some way fractures our 
connection with Christ, the connection with Christ is restored. This 
happens because the work of Christ is irrepressible, and always 
returns to inform and enliven us. 

All our life we will be accompanied by our poor, the frightened 
and distressed aspects of the person we are, so when we are able 
to attend to Christ, who will teach us how to accept and companion 
our poor, we are wise to do so. 

 [Jim Robie, 3-10-16, Lectionary Cycle C, John 12:1-8] 
 

 
 


